Fourteen species of the genus Empis Linnaeus were collected and identified from Iran. Empis (Lisssempis) guilanensis Kazerani & Shamshev sp. nov. is described and illustrated from Guilan province in north central Iran. The following seven species were recorded from Iran for the first time: E. (Euempis) tessellata Fabricius, 1794; E. 
Introduction
The family Empididae is a diverse group of flies with more 3000 described species worldwide, including about 1300 species known from the Palaearctic (Yang et al. 2007 ). Iran occupies a considerable territory on the southwest of the Palaearctic Realm and is mostly mountainous (highest peak: 5610 m) with various plateaus situated between mountain ranges. Its climate varies from arid or semiarid, to subtropical along the Caspian coast and the northern forests. This diversity of geological and climatic conditions predicts a rich fauna of Empididae. Prior to this study, only 10 species of Empididae were reported from Iran, including Clinocerella Engel (C. sorex (Engel, 1918) (Chvála & Wagner 1989; Shamshev & Grootaert 2005; Daugeron 2000; Raffone 2007) .
In this paper we record seven species of Empis from Iran for the first time and describe a new species from the subgenus Lissempis Bezzi.
Material and methods
This study is based on material deposited in the following institutions: insect collection of 
